Survey of fluctuating fetal body weights in Sprague-Dawley rats.
During the past 9 years of reproductive and developmental toxicity studies in Sprague-Dawley rat, we noticed that the average fetal body weight on day 20 of gestation in 81 control groups fluctuated significantly from study to study. The other parameters such as number of implants, resorption rats and number of live fetuses were relatively stable. With information cooperatively given by the animal supplier, we could pin down the possibility of the fluctuation. The animal supplier introduced Sprague-Dawley rats into Japan from the U. S. twice in the past. The documents we analyzed indicated that the fluctuation in fetal body weight was caused by different two colonies which were introduced into Japan at the different times.